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Message from the President
What a memorable month we just experienced as the official launch to our
Centennial Celebration!
The Centennial Mass with Archbishop Mitchell Rozanski was lovely, followed by
the all-campus picnic. It was wonderful to share this experience not only with
our Fontbonne community but also with many CSJ's and alumni. The
celebration continued into the weekend with our sprint football game against
Quincy University at St. Louis University High. With the stands full of
spectators, clear blue skies, and the energy on the field, all of my expectations
were met for this inaugural sporting event.
We were honored to have on campus Tim Ternes, Director of the Saint John's
Bible. Tim met with students, faculty, staff and other key stakeholders to share
facts about the creation of the volume of the Bible that we will host on campus
until next summer. We look forward to sharing this beautiful artistic
representation of God's word with our Fontbonne family and the local
community. The Windsor Herald traveled from London to present Fontbonne's
new Coat of Arms at our Academic Convocation. If you did not have an
opportunity to view the frame up close, I invite you to visit the second floor of
Ryan where it will be permanently displayed.
In the coming weeks, we look forward to our tours of the Motherhouse with the
CSJ's and Homecoming weekend September 30-October 1. I invite you to join
us to celebrate Homecoming through attendance at one or more of the planned
activities. A full list can be found on our Centennial webP-ag�.
On October 27, the Carondelet lecture, "Fontbonne at 100: Catholic Higher
Education in Service to the World," will be presented by Fr. Dr. Dennis

Holtschneider, CM, President of the Association of Catholic Colleges and
Universities and former president of DePaul University. We invite you to join us
from 7 - 8:30 pm in the Doerr Chapel, followed by a reception immediately
thereafter.
Our beautiful centennial books arrived on campus and are available for
purchase. If you have not had the opportunity to see this volume, authored by
Dr. Brian Matz, that captures Fontbonne's rich history over the last century, I
encourage you to do so. T here is a copy in the library if you'd like to simply
preview it. Books are available for purchase from our Advancement Office for
those who want to own this commemorative tome.
As our anniversary celebration continues, I invite each of you to attend one or
more of the special events that have been organized to honor our past,
celebrate the present, and embrace the future.

- Dr. Nancy H. Blattner

OCTOBER
1: Homecoming Events and Activities: Details and registration here
• 9:30 am: Continental Breakfast Reception
• 10:00 - 10:30 am: Centennial Book Presentation
• 10:30 am - Noon: Campus Tours & Open House
• Noon - 1:00 pm: Lunch with Friends
• 1:30 - 2:30 pm: St. John's Bible Presentation
• 4:00 pm: Sprint Football Game at SLUH
• 5:00 - 6:00 pm: Homecoming Mass
4: Motherhouse tour, 10:30 am
12: Motherhouse tour, 4 pm

27: 18th Annual Carondelet Lecture with Fr. Dr. Dennis Holtschneider, CM,
President Association of Catholic Colleges and Universities; 7 - 8:30 pm
For a full list of events, click on the below buttons:

Student Activities & Events
Centennial Info & Events
Athletics Schedule

Sprint Football made its debut last month,
but football isn't really new at Fontbonne!
Powder Puff games were popular in the
late 196Os and early 197Os, and were
usually played during 'College Weekend'
where celebrations looked a lot like our
Homecoming weekends today. Powder
Puff football is played like flag or touch
football, and you can see in this photo that
the players didn't wear helmets or
padding! You can read about one of the
games in the student newspaper the Free
�12.irit and find more pictures and
information on GriffinShare, the
Institutional Repository.

Centennial Collections
Share Y.OUr Memories with Archives

The Saint John's Bible:
Understanding the Illustrations
Genealogy of
Jesus
MATTHEW 1
An account of the
genealogy of Jesus the
Messiah, the son of
David, the son of
Abraham. (1:1)
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How does this
passage and
illumination work as a
transition between the
Old Testament and
New Testament?
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"T he place that each gospel begins is important. Each gospel is an account of
Jesus, his life and ministry, written for use in a particular church. Only Matthew
and Luke start with Jesus' birth, and they emphasize different pieces of the
story. Only Matthew includes the genealogy, our starting place for considering
the New Testament.
Many Christians focus only on the New Testament, and pocket New
Testaments, sometimes with the Psalms included, have been popular for
decades. How does it strike you to encounter this illumination and the
genealogy after reading and thinking about the Old Testament?

There is much here we've seen before. For one thing, there is the presence of
women in this genealogy, and these are not women with good credentials.
Rahab is the harlot who saved Joshua and his men in Jericho (Joshua 2:1-7)
and Ruth was not a Jew but a Moabite, a despised people. Tamar (Genesis 38)
and Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11 and 12), also included in Matthew's genealogy,
are more infamous than famous from their stories in the Old Testament.
In the illumination, two more names are added to the base of the menorah,
which acts here as a family tree. At the base is Abraham with Sarah on one
side and Hagar on the other. Hagar is the mother of Abraham's son Ishmael, a
ranch of this tree is pointing to Islam. Sarah's name is written in Hebrew and
Hagar's written in both Hebrew and Arabic, further connecting the three
monotheistic traditions. The illumination adds another name, not even a name
but a descriptor, "Pharaoh's Daughter," to the list. This acknowledges Egypt's
role in getting us to this place when Pharaoh's daughter rescued Moses from
the rushes. Egypt has also been an important part of this story, one that Jesus
and all the Jews bring with them into Christianity.
The menorah works wonderfully here as a device for giving the genealogy.
Matthew was writing to a Jewish community, who would have found it natural to
begin the story of Jesus with his pedigree. Tracing his lineage to King David
and Abraham would be important for establishing his divinity. This back and
forth between women and kings, good kings and bad kings, and in fact,
Gentiles as well as Jews, mirrors the accounts we've been reading so far. In
Prophets we saw Jesus as suffering servant and as king of kings. Here at the
beginning of the New testament we get a vision of the messiah that will cross
boundaries and be both humble and in lineage of kings.
This full-page illumination was the first Donald Jackson made for The Saint
John's Bible project. It was done before many of the decisions about the Bible
were made, before the script was even finalized. In that way, perhaps, Jackson
had the most free rein with this illumination. He has said his ultimate aim was to
suggest "the connectedness of all seekers of enlightenment." He did this by
including symbols from several traditions. The image also draws us to reflect on
life, creation, history, redemption, and identity.
The gilded stamps used in the center of the illustration come from illuminations
of the Koran. A mandala is incorporated into the base of the menorah, again a
sign of cosmic unity and wholeness found in many religious traditions. The
illumination is not just linear, rising vertically in a straight line to Jesus. Behind
the menorah/tree are swirling bands of color over turbulent, churning water.
Again creation is with us, as God brings order from the chaos of the human and

natural world. We see this churning water again in Matthew 8:23-28, when
Jesus calms the storm
Even more striking than these abstract elements are the stamps of a double
helix. With its spiral shape, it is reminiscent of many things, perhaps even
Jacob's ladder from Genesis. The contemporary symbol of identity fixed by
DNA ties the Bible to the twenty-first century reader and emphasizes the
incarnation, the humanity of Jesus."

Extracted from "The Art of the Saint John's Bible" by Susan Sink

Reserve the Saint John's Bible
Please use this form to reserve the Heritage edition of Gospels & Acts for your class
or event. For questions, email rvankniest@fontbonne.edu or call 314-719-8046.

